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December 2015

From the Interim Pastor Heather

As | write this the Carillons bell choir is rehearsing
“Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”. This is one of those
hymns that says it all for me...so I hear the words as

they play.

Infant holy, Infant lowly, For His bed a cattle
stall Oxen lowing, little knowing

Christ, the babe is Lord of all

Swift are winging, angels singing, Noels ringing,
tidings bringing

Christ, the babe is Lord of all

Flocks were sleeping, shepherds keeping Vigil till
the morning new.

Saw the glory, heard the story Tidings of a gospel
true

Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow Praises voicing
greet the morrow

Christ, the babe was born for you

The words remind us how unprepared the oxen were,
how asleep the flocks were, and how distracted and
tired the shepherds probably were that night long ago.
Even so the shepherds heard something amazing and
saw something miraculous and responded to the
newness of the experience joyously and freely. May
we rise from our expectations of busyness and
overwork and too much to do everywhere -- to find a
calm and quiet spot to meet Jesus once more, and to
find a measure of peace --- may it be so for us and for
the world.

This December | wish you all the freedom of the
experience of Advent — the preparing, the waiting, the
receiving and the hopefulness! May you know the
great joy of the glory of Christmas together... and may
it — Christmas itself — be a gift to you that touches
your heart and soul.

Like the preparations of your home — we will prepare
at church! As you decorate your home —so this Advent
we hope to celebrate the artistic beauty of the church —
with both poinsettia and cyclamen foliage thanks to
your generosity through the Deacons’ plant sale.

Our Community Tree lighting is like inviting the
neighbors in the community in for caroling and a cup
of cocoa around the tree! We will celebrate the holiday
with fresh baked cookies to share with family and
friends -- and support youth mission! We will receive
gifts from the artists of all ages in our congregation as
we receive the art created for our bulletin covers —
wrapped with love and shared with gracious
generosity!

We will share the hospitality of the innkeeper with
room and meals with our friends from Interfaith
Hospitality Network as our guests! We will sing and
hear the story told with the Lessons and Carols
service!

On Christmas Eve, we open our home for all:

e 4:30pm for all the littlest ones and
those of us who love a good story

e 7:30pm for all ages to come and rejoice
together by candlelight

e 10pm Candlelight Communion for
those who love the meal shared with
family at Christmas

We hope you can join us — and invite a friend or
neighbor to join you at one or more of these
celebrations of God’s grace and love! We are asked to
prepare. To open our hearts and to ask ourselves in
Advent: How do we share the gift of Christmas? The
gift of Christ the babe that was born for all, and born
for you....

Pastor Heather
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a
From Associate Pastor Margaret f
Joy to the World!
Tis the season of celebration and festivity!

And we certainly do our share of merry-making here at
Pluckemin! To name just a few highlights, we have the
Christmas Tree Lighting on the 13", Lessons and Carols in
worship on the 20", three services on Christmas Eve, and
we’ve already enjoyed the Advent Workshop on
November 29!

But as much as this is a time of celebration, it is also a time
of preparation. “Joy to the world, the Lord has come!” but
also “Let Earth prepare him room!” Preparation can be
joyful — like getting ready for a party, or a new baby — but
it’s also a lot of work! Inevitably we’ve got to clean up
and clear out some stuff to create space. We’ve got to get
some things ready so we can offer a proper welcome when
the time comes. The same is true of our minds and hearts.

God has a funny way of showing up in unexpected places
and unexpected ways: the despised younger brother is sold
into slavery, rises to power, and is able to save his family
during a time of famine (Joseph); the stutterer, rejected by
both his cultures and fleeing the law in the desert, is the
one chosen to liberate the people of God (Moses); the very
person of God enters the world in human form, not among
the rich and powerful, not among the religious elite, but as
a baby born to a peasant girl in an occupied nation (Jesus).

No one expected these things. But some noticed, and
others didn’t. Some celebrated and joined the team, others
resisted and turned away. What about us? Are we
noticing, celebrating, and participating? Or are we blind,
resistant, and walking by? What assumptions do we hold
that might prevent us from seeing a new thing God is
doing? What privileges do we have that might cause us to
resist?

In our sermon series this Advent, Pastor Heather and | are
exploring this theme of preparation. We invite you to join
us in considering how we can get ourselves ready to hear
and respond to God’s invitations, both as individuals and
as a community. | look forward to hearing your thoughts!

I wish you a season of joy and anticipation!
Much love,
Margaret
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ApldC ) )
PRESCHOOL NEWS | A New Song for a New Year |

December 2015 The Adult Ministries and Worship & Music
The students in the three and four year old classes h§ committees invite you to discover and learn
been busy practicing for the annual Christmas Pageg} about the new Presbyterian hymnal, Glory to
which will be presented on Thursday, Decembef.10 | God, during the Adult Education classes on
The pageant is a highlight of the season for the parer January 10th, 17th, and 24th. The class will

IS

and grandparents and is a wonderful way for the begin promptly at 9:00 a.m. and will be led by
children to understand the meaning of Christmas on | our very own Director of Music, Noel Sell. Come
their own level. hear about this new songbook for the

- denomination and sing several of the hymns and
The Preschool and Qatheiisl dnf songs offered!

again pleased to sponsor the Angel Tree which is
located in the lobby of the Childrens  Mi ni st
This project is run in conjunction with ti&tate
Department of Children and Families. This is a
wonderful opportunity to give a new gift to a child
whose family is in financial need right here in Somers
County and helps to teach the childréhe joy in giving Cookies Cookies Cookies!
to others. If you would like to choose and angel, pleg
do so and sign the chart next to the tree so that we
know who is responsible for each angel.

In-house registration for the 2016/17 school year will
begin on January 4, 2016. i§s open to all currently
enrolled preschool students and church members. F
more information, or to arrange a tour, please call Be
at 908658-4720.

Wishing everyone a very Merry Christmas and a

Healthy and Happy New Year from our Preschool
Family toyours.

‘ > . . -\ e ' NSRRI
 Keep Christ in
K '-‘ - l Come to our Annual Cookie Walk on Sunday,
N M’ December 20th. This is one of only two youth

[ave a

blessed holiday!
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ADULT MINISTRIES

Adult Education is held Sunday mornings in the
Covenant Room from 9:00-9:45am. Join us in
January for Glory To God. Noel Sell will present
three programs about our Presbyterian Hymnal.
Come to hear news songs for the New Year.

Monday morning Bible Study meets Monday
morning at 10:00-11:30 in the Library. They are
studying The Journey by Adam Hamilton for
Advent. It is a 6 week journey from Nazareth to
Bethlehem learning about Mary, Joseph, Elizabeth
and the birth of Jesus. Come early for coffee and
fellowship.

Thursday morning Bible Study - Discussing
The Call by Adam Hamilton. Join us at 8:30
Thursday mornings in the Library.

Men’s Breakfast meets for a hearty breakfast at the
Top of the Hill restaurant every second Tuesday
morning at 7:30. Join the men for devotion and
discussion. Call William Hammond for details,
(908)350-7500.

Presbyterian Lingo

Commissioned ruling elder (CRE) : A growing
number of presbyteries have programs in which
ruling elders are trained to preach, lead worship,
and carry out other pastoral functions. The
presbyteries authorize or commission CREs
(formerly commissioned lay pastors, or CLPs) to
meet mission needs that cannot be met by
ministers, educators, or other available leaders.

Adult Education on Dec. 6t
Faith and Art

The Adult Ministries Committee is very
happy to announce a wonderful guest
speaker, Dr. Gordon Graham, who will lead
our December 6th session, to discuss Faith
and Art.

In a world where science and religion are
generally thought to be in conflict, the arts are
often heralded as faith’s natural allies. Is this
true? Certainly, the Christian Church had a
vital role to play in the development of the
arts in the Western world. But artists have
also wanted to assert their autonomy from the
patronage of the Church, and have even
become its spiritual rivals as a source of
inspiration. Often, Christians overlook this
possibility, and are blind to a process by
which the beauty of holiness is subtly
transformed into the holiness of beauty. This
illustrated talk will explore how this happens,
and examine ways in which the arts can still
serve, rather than subvert, the proclamation of
the Gospel.

Gordon Graham is the Henry Luce 111
Professor of Philosophy and the Arts at
Princeton Theological Seminary, and an
Episcopal priest. He has published
extensively in philosophical aesthetics and
the philosophy of religion. The Stanton
Lectures which he gave at the University of
Cambridge — 'The Re-Enchantment of the
World: art versus religion' — were published
by Oxford University Press in 2007.

We hope to see you there! Coffee and
muffins will be served, beginning at 8:45am.
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES

The year has flown by. Already it’s Advent when we
prepare for the coming of the baby Jesus. This special
baby is the perfect way to introduce your child to the
love of God. Children instinctively are drawn to babies.
They know that babies need to be treated carefully,
tenderly, and lovingly, and they know that they were
babies themselves not so long ago. The manger scene
draws a child in and places him or her in the center, both
as the object of God’s love and as one who celebrates
God’s love. We hope you will share this season of
preparation with us. Pluckemin loves its children, and
has planned the following for them:

Our Community Tree Lighting will be Sunday,
December 13" at 6pm. Please look for more
information in a separate article. Children from our
preschool will begin our program with songs of the
season.

Join us in worship for Lessons & Carols at 10am on
Sunday, December 20. All children are invited to this
service in which we read highlights of our faith story,
sing hymns, and see and hear the bells and adult choir.
Don’t miss this lovely celebration.

Christmas Eve offers three separate services. The
earliest is at 4:30, and is short, sweet, and aimed
specifically at young families. Bring your little ones
and experience together the true meaning of Christmas.

The Preschool offers you the opportunity to give to a
child in need by bringing a gift for the Angel Tree in the
education hallway. Look for further information in this
issue.

Children’s Worship will be offered on December 6%,
13" and 27,

Sunday School will meet every week in December
except the 271,

Pluckemin's library is a working library with a good
selection of children's books for Christmas. Please
stop in to browse or check out a book. See the table at
the back of the library for a "How To" of library loans.

The Ways to Care

“Cards and Cookies Project”

What is it???

How can | participate in this project???
What is it???

One way of caring is to reach out to persons in our
church who are not able to get to church. The
Deacons are planning on taking cookies and cards to
people in our church in December.

How can | participate in this project???

e Get 20 Christmas cards: There will be a
decorated box in Fellowship Hall where you
can donate extra Christmas cards or take cards
to use. You will need 20 cards.

e Please sign, add a short message and address
each card with the first name of the care
receivers who will be given cards and cookies.
They are Ron, Bill, Elsie, Doris, Walter and
Jean, John, Carl, Marie, Joyce, Irene, Robin,
Betty, Barbara, Norma, Jim, Daisy, Shirley,
Madelyn, Laurie.

e Please bring your completed Christmas cards

and put them in the box marked COMPLETED
CARDS in Fellowship Hall by December 13.

Thank you,

Phyllis Kumpf,
on behalf of Stephen Ministry
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YOUTH MINISTRIES

té . Fmiad oatfhow ylowecary helg out, and how to join the fun!

Come to our Annual Cookie Walk on Sunday, December 20. This is one
of only two youth fundraisers for our Summer Work Trip. Please help out
—+ Fellowship Hour, after Service. You can also help the youth by buying
cookies at the Cookie Walk. All proceeds go toward the Youth Work Trip.

&4. Our work trip is tentatively set for July 24-30,
2016. We are returning to Pittsburgh again to participate in home repairs
with The Pittsburgh Project. The youth pay most of the cost themselves,
but Pluckemin Church funds and these fundraisers help cover about 1/3
of the cost. For more info, or to reserve a spot, contact Bob Stewart
(bob@ppch.org, 908-872-8121).

Mark Your Calendars

December 6: XL Meeting, 6pm - 8pm. Bring
cookies to bake or decorate, plus other games and
activities.

Coming Attractions

After the Christmas Holiday, here’s a preview of
what’s happening in January and February.

In January, we resume with our annual Friday
Night Lock-In on January 8 or 15. We'd call it

December 13: Attend the Church Tree Lighting.

December 19, 21, or-22: Tentative dates for an XL
Alumni gathering. Gather with recent high school
graduates for food and fellowship. Exact Date TBD.

December 20: Join us as we visit congregation
member houses and sing Christmas Carols. Youth
and adults (all ages and all singing ability welcome!).

December 27: No XL meeting tonight. Enjoy the
Christmas week with your family and friends.

January 6: Youth Advisors meeting.

a sleep-in but we don’t get much sleep. Bring a
gift for one last Christmas gift exchange.

Save February 7 for our SuperBe ... (oops,
almost forgot) ...our Superb Owl Progressive
Dinner! Mix three houses with appetizers,
dinner, and dessert, add carloads of youth, and
voila! — a favorite youth group activity.

And our Youth Ski Trip will be
Feb 19-21 or 26-28. If you're
interested, contact Bob for
more information

(bob@ppch.orq).

Want to help, or join the fun? Bake for the Cookie Walk. Even better, come to XL and help the youth bake
cookies. After the holidays, you can be a driver for our “Superb Owl” dinner, or be one of three host

houses. For PPC newcomers, this is a good way to meet folks. If you have questions, or are just curious,
call or Email Bob (bob@ppch.org or 908-872-8121) for more info. Thanks!
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December

2015 Calendar

EVERWEEK
Sundays

9:30-11:15 am Child Care in Nurseig CMWing
9:00-9:45am Sunday &hool classes iEM Wing

Study

9:00-9:45am  Jr. High SundaycBool Upper Rm

9:00-9:45 am  Senior High Sundagl$ol in Library

9:00—9:45 am  Adult Sunday Scho@lovenant Rm

10:00am Worship (Communion on®iSunday)

10:15 am Chil dr en:CoveNdoRnms hi p
(No Chi |l dr e r'Siesndawaf manth)i

11:00 am Fellowship Hour ifrellowshipHall

6:00—8:00 pm XL Youth Group irH

Mondays

10:0am-noon Women' s Bi bl e

7:30:9:00 pm Narcotics Anonymoukvien- Trinity

Tuesdays

9:00am- 1:00pm Watercolor Art ClassTrinity

Wednesdays

12:00—-1:00 pm Preschool Sports ClagsH

6:00-800pm Carill ons’ BenFH Cho

Thursdays

8:30—9:30am  Adult Small Group Bible Studyibrary

9:15-10:00am Preschool Music ClagdovenanfRm

1:00-3:30 pm  Watercolor Artin Trinity Room

6:30—7:00 pm Jubilation RingersgCovenant Room

7:00—7:45 pm Bells for Fun in Covenant Room

8:00—10:00 pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal in FH

(Sanctuary on'$ Thursday)

7:30—9:30 pm Alcoholics Anonymous inRJGraceCorner
MONTH OBPECEMBER

1(Tuesday)

7:00pm Deacons N in Covenant rm
6:30-8:30pm Cub Scout Den 1g in Fellowship Hall
2(Wednesday)

6:00-8:30pm Carillons rehearsal

7:00-9:00pm Chil dr en’ stgiMheriibrary r i
3(Thursday)

9:30am2:00pm Friendsof Counted Embroidery in

Fellowship Hall

7:00-8:30pm Cub Scout Pw@mKrinityerad
4(Friday

7:30:9:00pm Boy Scout Troop 154 in Fellowship Hall
5(Saturday)

10:00a12:00pm Carillons rehearsal

6(Sunday Carillon concert in Trenton

10:00am Worship in Sanctuary with Communion
7:00-8:30pm Boy Scout Leaderstmin Grace Corner
8(Tuesday)

7:30am Men’s Prayer Breakf
12:003:000m  Watercolor Class in Trinityrr

7:00-8:30pm

Finance Committee tg in Covenant Rm

9 (Wednesday

No Book Club

10:4511:30am Preschool rehearsal in Fellowship Hall

6:00-8:00pm
6:00-10:00pm
10 (Thursday)
9:1510:30am

10:30-11:30am

6:30-8:00pm
11(Friday)
7:30:9:00pm
13 (Sunday)
10:00am
6:00-8:00pm
14 (Monday)
7:00:9:00pm
7:30pm
7:00-8:00pm
15(Tuesday)
7:00pm
6:30-8:00pm

Children’s Ministry
Buildings & Grounds in Grace Corner

Preschool Christmas Pageant in
Fellowship Hall

Adult Ministries Mg in the Library
Worship and Music Mtg in Upper Rm

Boy Scout Troop 154 in Fellowship Hall
IHN Families arrive

Worship in Sanctuary

Community Tree LightinGoncert

Jersey Harmony Express in Grace Corner
Preschool Board Mtg in CM Wing
Cub Scout Den Mtg in Fellowship Hall

Session My in Covenant Rm
Boy Scout Committee tg in Fellowship Hall

16 (Wednesday)

7:30—9:00pm
6:00- 8:00pm
17 (Thursday)
6:30—8:00pm
7:00-8:00pm

8:00—10:00pm

18 (Friday)
7:30-:9:00pm
20 (Sunday)
10:00am
11:00am

11:0011:30am

3:00:5:00pm
22(Tuesday)
6:30:9:30pm
7:00-8:00pm

23 (Wednesday)

6:00- 8:00pm
24 (Thursday)
4:30pm
7:30pm
10:00pm

25 (Friday)

27 (Sunday)
10:00am

28 (Monday)
7:009:00pm
31 (Thursday)

Boy Scouts Patriots Counigltg Trinity room
TheCarillons

Youth Ministry Mtg in Library
Cub Scout Pack Mtg in Fellowship Hall
Sanctuary Choir in Sanctuary

Boy Scout Troop 154 in Fellowship Hall
IHN Families depart

Worship in Sanctuary

Cookie Walk in Fellowship Hall

Blood Pressure Screening in Grace Corner
Webelos Mtg in Trinity Rm

Nominating Committee Mtg in the Library
Cub Scout Den 1 in Grace Corner

Carillons rehearsal
Christmas Ev&ervices:
Childreris Worship
Candlelight Worship for all ages
Candlelight Communion
Chiistmas Day

Worship in Sanctuary

Jersey Harmony Express in Grace Corner
bSs .S NRa 9085



News from the Church Office

e The church office is open Mondafrough Friday from @0 a.m. until 1:8 p.m. The deadline for
announcements to be submitted for the Sunday bulletin is Wednesdaylease amail Sunday bulletin

announcements to the church office affice@ppch.og.

The Rev. Heather MorriseiYaden,Interim Pastorworks in NJ Sundayhursday and is generally in the office

Monday-Thursday from 12 for dropin visits, or available by appointment during those weekdays. Please email

her if you would like to set up an appointment.

The Rev. Margaret MitsuyastAssocite Pastor, is in the office every weekday exceéptiay You may reach her

through the church office (ext. 103) or by email. In an emergency, you may call her on her cell pheb@d-253

3112.

¢ Contact theMedical Equipment Ministnyby calling 90896-6057and leaving a message on voicemail.

Pluckemin Church Staff
Interim PastorRev.Heather MorrisorYaden (pastorheather@ppch.oig
Associate PastoRev.Margaret Mitsuyasugastormargaret@ppch.ojg
Sexton: Danny Abogaddgnny@ppch.orp
Director, Music Ministries: Noel Satlsgll@embargmicom)
Associate Director, Music Ministries: Valerie Selell@embargmail.cojn
Director of the Carillons: Marcia McBurnegdrciawmcb@yahoo.com
Director, Youth Mirstries: Bob Stewarbob@ppch.orj
Pluckemin Preschool Direct@el GwiazdowsKbel@ppch.ord
Office AdministratorCathie Ruitermaifoffice @ppch.ory

The Presbyterian Church at Pluckemin
279 Route 202206 North, P.O. Box 402
Pluckemin, NJ 07978

Phone: 9086583346

Return Service
Fax:908-6589060

Requested

Want to know the latest? Visit us on the web: www.ppch.org
www.facebook.com/PluckeminChurch www.facebook.com/PPChYoungAdults
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